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CINCINNATI (FOX19) - A new lawsuit has been filed against Lyft and a driver after a Cincinnati musician says that he was brutally assaulted by the
driver suffering a concussion and broken bones.

The 42-page lawsuit was filed by the Wolterman Law Office on Wednesday.
The alleged attack on May 24, 2017 was caught on camera.

The plaintiff, Jonathan Pratt, was in Brooklyn, NY at the time. Pratt says a Lyft driver charged him and then tackled him when he tried to cancel his ride
after the driver went to the wrong address.

ADVERTISEMENT

"We were ready to go so | said okay cancel the ride. I'll just take a Yellow Cab. They were everywhere, so he protested saying 'no, I'll be there in five
minutes just stay there’ and | said ‘no cancel’ and hung up,” said Pratt.
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12/23/21, 1:17 PM Cincinnati man sues Lyft after alleged attack by driver

"He started shouting at us all kinds of stuff from across the street and then pulled a very aggressive U-turn through traffic up onto the side of the
street that we were on. At that point | was starting to fear for my safety,” he said.

Pratt says that's when he pulled out his phone to record the Lyft driver’s actions, which he says angered the driver even more.

The exchange moves off camera for about nine seconds and that's when Pratt says he was body slammed and brutally attacked.

"] lost consciousness for a bit. He was kicking and stomping on me. Ripped the phone out of my hands and smashed it on the street,” he said.
The video shows the driver smashing the phone, then he moves towards the woman Pratt was with appearing to take a swing towards her.
All three exchange words before the driver takes off.

Lyft released a statement saying “Safety is fundamental to Lyft. The incident described is terrifying, and the driver was permanently banned from the
Lyft community.”

“We want to raise awareness and hopefully get some systemic change at Lyft to prevent these things from happening,” said Matthew Metzger, an
attorney with the Wolterman Law Office.

The lawsuit alleges that the Lyft driver, Kouame Nguessan, did not have a valid license with the Taxi and Limousine Commission, which is a requirement
in New York.

Pratt says the injuries he suffered has left him unable to perform his music.

Copyright 2019 WXIX. All rights reserved.
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12/23/21, 1:17 PM Cincinnati man sues Lyft after alleged attack by driver

Most Read

® _Grandson charged in death of 75-year-old Milford woman

Here’s how the omicron variant of COVID-19 symptoms differ from the flu or a cold

® _Neighbor admits to years of watching Loveland woman shower naked, police say

Police ID 18-year-old shot to death in West Price Hill
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12/23/21, 1:17 PM Cincinnati man sues Lyft after alleged attack by driver

Authorities looking for driver that hit Blue Ash house

TROOPERS AND POLICE LOOKING FOR DRIVER
OF CAR THAT HIT HOUSE

" bill that threatens to close 2 SW Ohio abortion ;:Iinics

® Authorities looking for driver that hit Blue Ash house

105-year-old WWII, Korean War veteran in Louisville requesting Christmas cards

| ® _Thieves steal Christmas presents from family in midst of tragic loss
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